[Monitoring of heparin therapy during extracorporeal bypass: what are the remaining questions?].
Cardiac surgery with extracorporeal circulation induces major alterations of haemostasis and requires high level of anticoagulation, usually achieved by unfractionated heparin infusion. Optimization of anticoagulant regimen, through adapted biological monitoring, can probably improve postoperative course, at least for postoperative haemostatic status. Despite increasing knowledge on extracorporeal circulation-induced haemostatic abnormalities and the development of new biological devices for heparin monitoring, the optimal level of anticoagulation remains matter of debate, as well as the monitoring procedures. This critical review presents the current available data on heparin anticoagulation and monitoring in this specific context, and underlines the pending issues about anticoagulation management during extracorporeal bypass.